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LEICESTER, 1963-64 

CHURCHGATE 

St. Margaret's vicarage, a building of about 1700 with older origins, was demolished. 
No finds were made that cast any light on the well-known ghostly manifestations. 

GALLOWTREE GATE 
Roman pottery and human bones were found during basement alterations to Wool
worth & Co. Ltd., and are, probably, to be associated with the cemetery found beneath 
Messrs. Boots. 

(Finds in Leic. Mus.) 

THE NEWARKE 

The late-nineteenth-century Drill Hall of the Leicestershire Regiment was demoli
shed during clearance for the Inner Ring Road. A finely-carved brick Royal coat
of-arms was saved by the College of Art and is to be re-erected on a suitable site. 

(Photographs in Leic. Mus.) 

LONDON ROAD 
A Preservation Order was made for The Firs by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. This early-nineteenth-century stucco-faced detached house in the 
manner of J. B. Papworth is the best of its kind surviving in Leicester. 

ST. NICHOLAS STREET 
Excavations took place on the west wing and S.W. angle of the presumed forum of 
Ratae Coritanorum. Short reports appear in Journal of Roman Studies LIV (1964) 
and L V (1965). 

(Records and finds in Leic. Mus.) 

SOUTHGATE STREET 

At the junction of Southgate Street and Bakehouse Lane excavations for the new 
Shakespeare's Head Public House revealed remains of a substantial building of Roman 
date. One room, extending outside the area excavated, contained a mosaic with 
curvilinear design. Also recovered were quantities of wasters from a kiln on the 
site; dating of this depends upon further study. 

(Records and finds in Leic. Mus.) 

VAUGHAN WAY 

On S.W. corner of the junction between Causeway Lane and Vaughan Way, in the 
course of providing a sewer connection to the new Central Swimming Baths, further 
traces of the Vine Street Roman building were discovered. Traces of a wattle and 
daub wall with adjoining mosaic of grey tesserae were observed. At S.W. corner of 
the site numerous burials of uncertain date were found and reinterred at Gilroes 
Cemetery. 
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LEICESTERSHIRE, 1963-64 

BREEDON-ON-THE-HILL. 406233 
Further rescue work within the area of the Iron-Age hill-fort approximately 200 yds. 
N.N.E. of the church revealed traces of another hut circle and several pits. The 
co-operation of the owners of the quarry in permitting this rescue work is gladly 
acknowledged. 

(Records and finds in Leic. Mus.) 

EATON. 780295 
An Anglo-Saxon openwork hanging bowl escutcheon was found 1,000 yds. N.N.E. 
of Eastwell church. It is early in form and the nearest parallel is from Tumrnel Bridge, 
Perthshire. It is illustrated in Medieval Archceology VIII (1964), Pl. XIX, c, D. 

(Specimen in Leic. Mus.) 

KIRBY BELLARS. 720176 
A gas pipeline was laid through the site of the deserted medieval village but no finds 
were brought to light. 

Mrs. M . Gill has written the following note about a dig in 1960: 
In June 1960 members of the Melton Mowbray branch of the Society, under 

the direction of Mr. Grimbley, undertook the excavation of an exploratory trench 
in the north-east corner of the churchyard of Kirby Bellars in an area where there 
were no graves (grid reference 718183). Interest had been aroused because of the 
numerous fragments of pottery of the Roman period found in the soil of the church
yard by gravediggers, and permission was obtained from the Bishop of Leicester 
for this limited excavation. 

A trench 3 ft. wide and 58 ft. long was dug to subsoil. Five hundred and fifty 
sherds of pottery of all periods from Roman to modern, but mostly medieval, were 
found together with a silver penny of Burgred of Mercia (852-74 A.D.), (See Trans. 
XXXVII (1961-2), 67). This penny by the moneyer Heawulf is now in the Museum. 
Only in the lowest level was there any homogeneity in the pottery finds. Above this, 
fragments of pottery of different periods were found together at all levels and there 
was no stratification. 

A basin-shaped feature, which appears clearly in the section, was found. It con
sisted of layers of black and red burnt material containing a small quantity of charcoal 
with alternating layers of lime. Cutting through this and into the subsoil was a 
trench, the bottom of which was six feet from the surface. The pottery which came 
from the lower filling of this trench was all of the Saxon period. Too little of this 
old trench was revealed in this limited excavation to enable conclusions to be drawn 
about it. 

Protruding from the south wall of the excavation trench, 4 ft. 3 in. from the 
surface, was the skeleton of a horse or ox. Most of the skeleton was outside the 
excavation trench, but the coin was found in association with it. 

In the east end of the trench nothing significant appeared and the section has 
not been drawn. 

Mr. J. G. Hurst, of the Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments, will contribute a 
note in volume XLII on the pottery finds. 

(Mus. Nos.: Coin 141.1961; medieval jug 1.12.1961; Roman milestone 12.12.1960) 

LOUGHBOROUGH. 5u189 

Full notes of building demolitions, etc. appear in Bulletin of Loughborough and 
District Archceological Society No. 6 (1963). 

LUTTERWORTH. 545843 

The Old Court House, 1 Regent Street, a listed building, was demolished with the 
consent of the Ministry of Public Building and Works in the course of road widening. 
It was of early-eighteenth-century date and very dilapidated. It was used as a gaol 
until about 1830. 

(Records in Leic. Mus.) 
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In the course of redevelopment of Regent Street there was recovered a fragment of 
column 32 ems. in diameter and a piece of moulded cornice with a leaf pattern. The 
material is a poorly-cemented sandstone. Date uncertain. 

MOUNTSORREL. 583150 

A box-frame house, Kingsbury House, Leicester Road, was demolished. It had long 
stood empty. 

(Bulletin Loughborough and District Archceological Soc. 7 (1964), 19) 

OSGATHORPE. 418192 
A wing of Stordon Grange, a moated building of many periods, was demolished. 
A useful description of the house appears in Bulletin Lough. & Dist. Archceological 
Soc. 6 (Autumn 1963). 

SCRAPTOFT. 645073 
The Thurnby Lodge Raven Club excavated a small area to the east of the road and 
170 ft. S.S.E. of the bridge over the stream at Hamilton, a scheduled monument. 
Three trial holes were dug of which two revealed traces of cobbled surfaces connected 
with buildings in this tenement. These surfaces incorporated Roman finds, pre
sumably derived from the adjoining Roman site. The pottery was mainly medieval 
and.included a large part of a thirteenth-century cooking pot, found associated with 
a cobbled surface. 

(Finds at the Club, plans and report in Leic. Mus.) 

SOUTH KILWORTH. 605815 
The deserted medieval village at Downtown Farm suffered surface cultivation but 
without apparent damage to structures. It is quite possible that the sunken streets 
and house mounds at present visible could eventually be levelled under this treat
ment, and a watch is being kept on the site 

LEICESTER, 1964-65 

BURLEYS LANE 

At a site at the junction of Long Lane and Burleys Lane, excavation for the basement 
of a factory failed to reveal any remains of Roman date. The area, just inside the 
town walls, had been extensively cellared in the nineteenth century. 

CLARENDON STREET 

The firm of T. A. W. Clarke, engineers, founded in Humberstone Gate in 1848, 
closed down. Items have been preserved by Leicester Museum and the Museum of 
Science and Industry, Birmingham. 

CROWN HILLS. 620042 

On allotments to the west of the. City General Hospital fragments of Roman pottery, 
tiles, tesserae and a coin of Aemilianus (A.D. 253) were reported. It seems likely 
that this represents a hitherto unrecorded Roman building. 

KNIGHTON PARK ROAD 

A detailed model of Stoneleigh, Knighton Park Road, made in about 1890 as a dolls' 
house, was given to the Museum. The house no longer exists. 
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NEW PARKS BOULEVARD 
A fifteenth-century bronze seal matrix was found by a schoolgirl in soil dumped 
from the Mr Motorway workings. Its Latin inscription showed that it originated 
from the Collegiate Church of Abergwili, Carmarthenshire, and it was accordingly 
passed to the National Museum of Wales. It was subsequently published in full in 
Antiquaries Journal, XLVI Pt. II (1966), 104-6 and Pl. XXXII. 

NORTHGATE STREET 

The last operative shoeing forge in the city, in Court L off Northgate Street, closed 
down after 75 years' activity. The premises were photographed and a recording 
made of the smith, Mr. Varnham. 

(Records in Leic. Mus.) 
THORNTON LANE 

Excavations on the south side of the Lane revealed an extension of a Roman street, 
first discovered to the west of Harvey Lane in 1963. 

(Records in Leic. Mus.) 
VAUGHAN WAY 

Construction work for the new Spiritualist Church at the junction of Causeway 
Lane failed to reveal any early remains. Foundations were not dug deeply. 

On the north side of Vaughan Way, at the junction with Vine Street, foundation 
piling for a new warehouse and office building revealed no early remains. 

Foundation piling for a new building on the site of the former Corporation 
Depot in Grape Street revealed no early remains. 

VAUGHAN WAY 

In the course of building operations at the end of Blue Boar Lane, an unstratified 
fragment of Roman sculpture was found. It is presumed to be part of an altar, and 
portrays the upper part of a bearded male figure wearing a robe and helmet(?). A 
scale-patterned column drum from the same site was unfortunately destroyed. 

(Sculpture and records in Leic. Mus.) 

LEICESTERSHIRE, 1964-65 

AB KETTLEBY. 724228 

Roman tesserae were found when digging a grave in the churchyard. They were 
not in situ. 

APPLEBY MAGNA. 329089 

Two trial trenches were dug across an egg-shaped triple-ditched enclosure revealed 
in an air photograph by Dr. J. K. S. St. Joseph. The presence of the ditches was 
confirmed but no finds were made other than a few scraps of unidentifiable pottery, 
possibly Iron Age in date. · R. A. P. PEEK 

(Records in Leic. Mus.) 
BARWELL. 442965 

Excavations by the Leicestershire Archreological Excavation Group in the grounds 
of High Cross Cottage revealed early medieval occupation; a cobbled floor, post
holes, and a semi-circular hearth backed with reused Roman tiles. The latter may be 
from the Roman site recorded in Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc., XVIII, Pt. II (1934-35), 
178-184. The level of the site was later raised with soil, and this yielded a wide 
range of pottery from the fifteenth to eighteenth centuries, together with a seven
teenth-century German jetton. The pottery included imported wares. K. c. CLARKE 
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BIRSTALL. 591084 
Part of a Roman column drum and capital, 69 ems. high with a diameter of 38 ems. 
at the top, was discovered during the building of 31 R?man_ Road fn 1938. The 
column is now in use as a garden ornament at 24 Shanklin Dnve, Leicester. 

(Photographs in Leic. Mus.) 

DESFORD. 475035 
The Society was instrumental in saving (with the support of the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings) the four sixteenth-century Malthouse Cottages. 
They had been condemned by the Market Bosworth R.D.C. with the intention of 
redeveloping the site, but permission to demolish was refused by the Ministry of 
Public Building and Works. A new owner has now restored and converted the 
cottages into one house. 

GLOOSTON. 749954 
A large stone slab was turned up during ploughing at Glooston Lodge Farm, and 
further investigation revealed a stone floor and hearth. No finds were made; the farm
house is of seventeeth-century date. R. A. P. PEEK 

LOUGHBOROUGH. 5u189 

Full notes of building demolitions, etc. appear in Bull. Lough. & Dist. Arch. Soc. 7 
(1964). 

GARENDON HALL. 502198 

This French-Renaissance style building of 1836 was demolished. The Triumphal 
Arch and Temple of Venus remain, but in need of care and attention. They have 
been scheduled. 

QUORN. 56u63 
A cruck house, No. 8 Station Road, was demolished. At different times it had been 
a. convent and a guest house, and was much altered. 

(Bull. Lough. & Dist. Arch. Soc. 7 (1964), 18). 

SAPCOTE. 488934 
Levelling for a car park at the Knighton Engineering Co. revealed a fine stone-lined 
well, filled with building rubble. It is of medieval date and included in the fill 
were fragments of a fine carved capital and fourteenth- to fifteenth-century pottery. 
Trenches in the immediate area revealed a road surfaced with rough granite setts, 
cobbled areas and pottery of twelfth- to fourteenth-century date. It seems likely that 
this area forms the main part of the castle, examined in part for the Ministry of 
Works in 1958 (Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc. XXXVI (1960), 1-5). c. J. HAWKES 

TWYFORD. 728099 
Reconstruction work on an apparently nineteenth-century brick house, Mount 
Pleasant, King Street, revealed earlier stone footings to a number of walls, and in 
the centre, on its long axis, a stone wall surviving to full height. At first-floor level 
in this, in what was presumably the principal chamber, was a domestic piscina of 
late-medieval date. It has been retained by the owner, although not in the original 
position. 



PLATE XI 

Tinker's Thatch Cottage, Oadby 
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DONINGTON-LE-HEATH. 422123 

The Manor Farm of c. 1280, the oldest inhabited house in the county, which had 
suffered considerable neglect, was purchased by the County Council. Repair work 
was put in hand by the County Architect's Department with advice and assistance 
from the Ministry of Public Building and Works. 

GLEN PARVA. 577981 

Two seasons' work by the Leicestershire Archreological Excavation Group on a 
moated enclosure have proved the existence of an early occupation site, possibly 
mid-Saxon, with cobbled floors, postholes and much coarse pottery. This underlies 
a complex of ditches and wall footings of thirteenth-century or earlier date. Two 
sides of the medieval moat were sectioned; both showed partial filling and drainage 
work of the eighteenth to nineteenth centuries. A kiln was also found, but in the 
absence of kiln furniture or wasters it has not yet been dated. It is planned to continue 
work on the site. K. c. CLARKE 

KIBWORTH BEAUCHAMP. 688934 

A barbed and tanged flint arrowhead and Roman pottery of mid-second to mid-third
century date were found on a building site by Mr. F. B. Aggas. 

(Records in Leic. Mus.) 
GARENDON HALL. 502198 

Excavations were carried out by the Loughborough and District Archreological 
Society on the site of one of the abbey buildings just east of the now-demolished 
Hall. A length of So feet of a rectangular building of uncertain function was located. 

(Bull. Lough. & Dist. Arch. Soc. 8 (1965), 3-14). 

OADBY. 623003 

Tinker's Thatch, Wigston Road. This cruck cottage was razed to the ground in 
February 1966 despite intensive local protests. (Plate XI). 

RATCLIFFE-ON-THE-WREAK. 626143 

A mound at the north angle of the junction between the A 46 and Ratcliffe Road, 
thought to be a barrow, was investigated by the Ancient Monuments Department 
of the Ministry of Public Building and Works. It proved to be of natural origin, 
accentuated by road ditches. 

(Report in Leic. Mus.) 

SHA WELL. 537794 

A second- or third-century Roman beaker was found in the gravel pit at Tripontium 
and was given to the Museum. 

SHEPSHED. 472190 

Oxley Grange, believed to have been monastic in origin, was demolished. 
(Bull. Lough. & Dist. Arch. Soc. 8 (1965), 28). 

SILEBY. 602146 

A brick-encased cruck cottage near the Free Trade Inn in Cossington Road was 
demolished. 

(Bull. Lough. & Dist. Arch. Soc. 8 (1965), 26). 
THORPE ARNOLD. 771201 

The Georgian rectory was demolished. 

LOUGHBOROUGH. 5u89 

Full notes of building demolitions, etc. appear in Bulletin of Loughborough and 
District Archceological Society No. 8 (1965). 
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KIRBY BELLARS. 718183 
In 1963 at the request of the vicar of Kirby Bellars, Mr. A. E. Grimbley looked 
through some old papers and letters amongst which was. one dated 22 November 1849 
to the Reverend Thomas Fox, the Rectory, Saxelby, where he was incumbent at 
the time. Part of this letter related to the former north aisle of the parish church, 
the existence of which has been presumed rather than known for certain. This 
letter confirms its existence. 

Goadby Hall, Nov. 22 1849. 

Dear Sir, 
Amongst some papers I found a fragment of a Schedule of Deeds relating to 

the manor of Kirby Bellars, from which I take the liberty of sending you the follow
ing extracts, viz : 
May 1 1690. License under the Episcopal Seal of Lincoln to take down the North 
Isle [sic] of Kirby Bellars Parish Church. 
The letter is signed Edwd. Manners. 

In October 1965 workmen were engaged in digging a trench at the north side 
of Kirby Bellars church, in order to lay a pipe to take water from the roof. The Vicar, 
the Rev. J. G . Frostick, noticed a patch of intense burnt soil in the trench. He asked 
me to investigate, which I did and report as follows : 
At a point in front of the now-blocked north doorway, six inches below turf level 
was a circular depression 3 ft. diam. by 8 in. deep at its lowest point. This was lined 
with a 4-inch thick layer of burnt soil. Within this depression were found splashes 
of metal, a mixture of lead and tin, to a total weight of 4 lb. The north wall of the 
church cut across the depression, with no traces of burning on the wall. It is, 
therefore, certain that the depression was in use before the north wall was built. (See 
above). The same trench further east produced sherds Anglo-Saxon, medieval, and 
modem, together with one of Roman type, all in unstratified positions. The trench 
cut across the foundations of the east wall of the former north aisle (see above) at a 
point in line with the most easterly buttress on the present north wall. 

A, E. GRIMBLEY, 
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HIGH CROSS EXCAVATION 
Additional notes by D. T-D. Clarke 

During the course of the road-widening operations three items were found, which 
are worthy of independent record. 

The first two were recovered from spoil taken from the area south of the existing 
farm, and were recovered by workmen from whom they were acquired for the 
Museum, since at the time they were considered exceptional finds, which indeed 
they are. 

The first was a bronze lamp in the form of a human foot surmounted by a 
crescent. The patina gave rise to some ·suspicion, and subsequent examination by 
the British Museum showed that the lumps of apparent corrosion were in fact solid, 
i.e. they had been cast from a corroded original, the metal also being brass rather 
than bronze. It was also possible to show that the form was one of a type manu
factured in Naples in the middle of the last century and there sold to visitors. 

The second object was a small three-legged stand of bronze, of a common 
classical type, used as a support for lamps. The table was heavily corroded and was 
cleaned in the Museum, where a repair in a lighter metal became visible. There is 
little doubt that this is an antique piece, though the repair may be more recent. Its 
place of origin should be sought in the Mediterranean rather than in Roman Britain. 

The third piece was the lower part of a pottery cup, with vertical sides decorated 
with a brown rectangular pattern, which seems to be more at home in the Iron Age 
of the eastern Mediterranean area. The sherds were picked up in the spoil heaps by 
Mr. E. F. Pickering, who subsequently presented them to the Museum. 

It is difficult to explain the presence of these objects on the site, but there is no 
doubt they were buried there. The simplest suggestion is that they were acquired 
by a previous owner of the farmhouse, and were subsequently thrown out as rubbish. 

LAMP 189.1957 

L. 8.2 cm. Ht. 6.o cm. Bronze, cast in the form of a sandalled right foot, surmounted 
by a crescent with knobs on the tips. The nozzle is in the big toe. 

TABLE 325.1957 
Ht. 8.o cm. Bronze table with three legs, one broken away and one partly so. 
The legs end in claws and the top is round and recessed. 

There is a small repair on one side done in a different alloy. 

cf. National Geographical Magazine, Vol. 120, No. 5 (Nov. 1961), 667. 

TWO-HANDLED CUP 170.1963 

Ht. 10.0 cm. Diam. 13.0 cm. 

White clay with painted decoration of alternate hatched triangles and hatched Xs. 
with small circles below. 

Deep concentric grooves on base. 
Repaired, almost complete side with handle. 

Donor: E. F. Pickering. 
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THE EARTHWORK CALLED "SA WLEY FORT" 

This earthwork lies a few yards to the east of the London Midland Region railway 
line from Trent Loop to Castle Dorrington, at the south end of the railway bridge 
which carries that line over the River Trent and the east end of Sawley "Cut". 
(SK 478 307: 52 ° 52-25' N.; 1 ° 17·5' W.). It is situated on river-meadow land 
belonging to Mr. John Curzon of Lockington Hall, who kindly gave permission to 
dig in 1956: permission was also obtained from the Ministry of Works Ancient 
Monuments Division, the site being scheduled as " a mediaeval homestead moat", 
lying in north Leicestershire. The boundaries of Derbyshire, Leicestershire and 
Nottinghamshire meet at the confluence of the River Soar with the River Trent at 
a point some 1,600 yds. to the east of the site. 

The site was surveyed by the writer, assisted by Mrs. and the late Mr. Frank 
Elphicke, and Mr. G. Radford of Wollaton. At first the "fort" seemed to be roughly 
square with an inner bank and outside ditch, with sharp corners, and an entrance 
facing east, which may account for earlier assessments of the site as Roman in origin. 
Its close proximity to the known site on Red Hill about a mile away may seem to 
lend confirmation. By measurement the overall dimensions were: north to south, 
west side II2 ft., east side 125 ft.; east to west, north side 97 ft., south side 100 ft. 
A little offset from the centre was a peculiar slightly raised platform 18 ft. square. 

The purpose of the excavation was to determine the use and date of the earth
works. To this end a trench 55 ft. 6 in. was cut 4 ft. wide from the centre of the 
enclosure across the raised rampart and ditch. From the top of the rampart to the 
bottom of the ditch the mean level was 4 ft. 3 in. 

As the overlying top-soil was sand and gravel, the trench was not revetted, and 
a complete section was visibly obtained. There were no finds in the ditch except 
two indeterminate pottery sherds from the lowest level, but from beneath the old 
turf line under the rampart two pieces of pipe stem in clay were recovered. Towards 
the centre of the enclosure a clay-pipe bowl with anchor design, dated by Mr. Adrian 
Oswald as not earlier than 1650, was found in the soil immediately below the turf 
limit, together with fragments of grey salt-glazed pottery sherds. One piece was in 
evidence as a rim with three raised lands or ridges and can be dated to c. 1680. A 
broken piece of hard sandstone, evidently used as a sharpening tool, was recovered 
from the same area. Excavation proceeded to an overall depth of 3 ft. until a thick 
layer of natural gravel was reached and explored. 

Apart from the scarcity of material finds, there were several puzzling features 
of the site. The entrance did not seem to be a later addition but part of the original 
construction. Permission to trench this was, therefore, not sought. There were no 
traces of a road or track leading to the site, which must have stood mid-way between 
two old fords on the River Trent: Sawley Ford and Billy Stones Ford. There were 
no obvious remains of buildings. 

Local tradition calls the place "The Bull Ring" and it is known that pugilistic 
encounters took place there in the eighteenth century and later. Some, including the 
late Mr. T. W. Armitage, asserted that Romano-British pottery had been found 
nearby, but the exact find spots are not known. Mr. John Curzon has found no 
relevant information in his records. The theory that it was a Civil War site is refuted 
by the evidence of the pottery which was later than 1650. 

In 1960 the area was subjected to bad flooding and on the advice of Mr. William 
Woodhouse of the Ordnance Survey Archreological Department the site was visited 
again. It was the only piece of land in the surrounding expanse of water that was 
dry. Investigation into River Trent floodings reveals that in 1685 a very bad flood 
hit the Trent Valley, the old Trent Bridge at Nottingham was almost swept away, 
and many people lost their lives and their cattle. There seems little doubt that this 
"fort" was erected during a flood period, and this explains the absence of archreo
logical material, the lack of symmetry in the plan, and the shallow entrance. 
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The excavation was greatly helped and assisted by Dr. H. L. Barker, F.S.A., who 
was responsible for the arrangements with the Ministry of Works and later reported 
to that department. To the following, grateful thanks are due for their help and 
encouragement: Mr. Adrian Oswald, Keeper of the City of Birmingham Museums 
Archreology and Ethnography Department, for pottery and pipe dating; Mrs. and 
the late Mr. Frank Elphicke and family; Miss B. 0. Britton; Misses J. Beresford 
and E. Watson of Breaston; Mr. W. B. Baguley; Mr. Lawrence White of Trent Lock; 
and the late Mr. T. W. Armitage. 

H. 0 . HOULDSWORTH 

.,, 
fH.T H.o. H, cld. 1.96.t. 


